Nuggets for the New Year

Well, bah humbug!  Enough about teaching our children.  When all else fails, and it seems like they just aren’t learning anything we have to teach them … like how to get up when their alarm goes off, how to turn in assignments on time, how to buckle down and do that homework assignment, how not to pick a fight with their siblings, etc. … it’s time to do a little reverse psychology on ourselves.

In other words, it’s time to let our children teach US a thing or two!  

It’s always amazing to me how much kids have to say … really say from their hearts … if we as parents take the time to listen.  That might mean we have to actually sit down, put aside our preconceived notions of what our kids are going to say, and NOT give any feedback.  Or it might mean we have to listen between the lines.  

I do know that what kids say they want most from their parents is time.  Not money.  Not material gifts.  And what amazing things we can learn from them when we meet their wishes!

Let me share a few nuggets from an email I recently received.  These are what children have to teach us on the very important topic of “love” – some very good thoughts to begin the new year.

“If you want to learn to love better, you should start with a friend you hate.”  (Nikka, age 6)

“You really shouldn’t say ‘I love you’ unless you mean it.  But if you mean it, you should say it a lot.  People forget.”  (Jessica, age 8)

 “Love is when you go out to eat and give somebody most of your French fries without making them give you any of theirs.”  (Chrissy, age 6)

“Love is what makes you smile when you are tired.”  (Terri, age 4)

And my personal favorite …

“Love is what’s in the room with you at Christmas if you stop opening presents and listen.”  (Bobby, age 7)

There are so many lessons we try to teach our children.  And yet there are so many lessons we can learn from THEM!  Peace to you as you enter a New Year filled with greater understanding, fresh possibilities and infinite blessings for you and your family!
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